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Ngā Whāriki Manaaki
'Woven Mats of Welcome'
‘Ngā Whāriki Manaaki’ are a series of thirteen creatively
designed weaving patterns featuring within te papa
Ōtākaro, the Avon River Precinct. Collectively, the
Whāriki are a core element of the Art Trail, ‘Art by the
river’, positioned within the river promenade. each
Whāriki is an arrangement of natural stone pavers
of varying shades and colours. in sequence, they
reference the pōwhiri process of welcome for all peoples
visiting christchurch and support the guiding principle
of the rebuild for Ngāi Tūāhuriri, ‘Kia Atawhai ki te Iwi’,
care for your people.
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Kia tau tonu rā ngā manaakitanga i ngā wā katoa.
May Manaaki form the basis all that we do all of the time.
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M. Flutey-Henare and r. parata
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The Whāriki are designed by expert weavers Reihana
parata, Queens Service Medal, and Morehu FluteyHenare, Master of Applied indigenous Knowledge,
with technical support from Wayne Youle, Bachelor of
Design.
Whāriki = woven mats utilising traditional raranga
weaving techniques. these weaving designs have been
adapted onto stone pavers
Pōwhiri = welcome ceremony
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Ngā Pou Riri e Iwa – The nine tall trees
which made up the Ngāi Tahu claim.

Tai Waiora – Water resources, wai or
water to drink, wai for good health.

Mahinga Kai – Customary practice of
gathering food and resources

This whāriki for Ngāi Tahu, represents the unsettled
grievances regarding the eight land purchase
agreements between Ngāi Tahu and the Crown, with
the ninth grievance being the loss of mahinga kai or
food gathering places and resources. the lower design
represents the nine tall trees and the middle pattern,
Tūhura, ‘brings to light’ these topics. The top pattern,
Whakaaro tahi, carries the meaning “that everyone be
of one heart and one mind”.

Water sustains all living things. Mahaanui tidal coastal
waters surround Canterbury. Mahaanui directs the flow
of incoming and outgoing waters and it is imperative
that we keep the waterways clean to ensure wellbeing
for all living things. the design depicts differing waters
intermingling and merging together.

This whāriki depicts our customary rights of gathering
and harvesting natural and cultivated foods and other
resources from the land and waterways. We offer
manaaki or share with others our hospitality by offering
visitors delicacies from this area. these designs
symbolise edible delicacies such as manu or birds,
ferns, vegetation and fish.

14
18
19
9

1
10

6

Whatakai ka kī,
Whatahuanga ka hora.
a full storehouse; a bevy of allies
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t.M. lenihan
the obligations on the home people to look after guests
are sustained by reserves of local delicacies, leading to
new alliances and strengthened relationships.
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