“ Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve me and I learn.”
Benjamin Franklin

Introducing children to the Central City
through learning and experience
CONNECTING CHILDREN TO
MAJOR CENTRAL CITY PROJECTS
The Central City – A new world for many children
Many local children have no memory of the pre-quake city
centre as the 2011 earthquakes occurred before they had
experienced it.
Why is it important for Ōtākaro Limited to help children
connect to the central city?
Ōtākaro has a goal of ensuring locals have a strong sense of
ownership and pride in the regeneration of their city.
Activities can help children understand the principles and
values behind the projects in a fun and interactive way. By
experiencing the new environment, children can form their
own connections with the central city where they will live,
work and play in the future.
Children bring a sense of excitement and discovery to
the Central City
Our experience is that children love activities that are designed
to help them explore and understand the city. The built
features that make Christchurch’s regeneration unique and
interesting to children are easily accessible. Discovering them
is intuitive and fun.
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Children will inherit the city we are rebuilding

Ōtākaro’s focus on children in 2017

This is an ideal time to provide activities and experiences

We tailor activities for children and schools. This includes

that help locals connect with the rebuilt city centre as people

considering the age of the children, the proximity of the school

are returning to the CBD for work and leisure. Information

to relevant projects, as well as the character of the school.

provided to children seems to be shared widely with

The project timeframe, and the alignment of the project

families and friends.

with the school’s own interests and values is integral.
We are careful to consider the purpose of the activity so
that it is of interest to the children and benefits their
learning, as well as raising awareness of the principles
underpinning the rebuild.

“Ōtākaro is rebuilding the future for generations to come.
Involving children in activities that help them connect to the
rebuild is therefore very important to us.”
Albert Brantley
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Whāriki Mats July 2017
Whāriki are woven mats which utilise traditional Raranga
weaving techniques.
These weaving designs have been adapted using stone pavers. Students at Avonside
Girls High School worked with master weavers Reihana Parata, Queens Service
Medal, and Morehu Flutey-Henare, Master of Applied Indigenous Knowledge to
produce their own mat design. The school took the workshop a step further and
asked the students to design a mat that could be included in the new school building.
The school did a pre-workshop where the students learnt more about their school’s
cultural narrative and how they could include it in their design. The workshop was
fun and hands-on. Students were encouraged to share their own story in small groups
and create it using a collage technique. The school thought the students’ ideas were

ANCHOR PROJECT:

Victoria Square, Avon River Precinct
SCHOOL STUDENTS INVOLVED:

Avonside Girls High School
LOCATION:

The school’s intention is to have
a whāriki mat design at their
new school.
PROJECT PRINCIPLES UNDERPINNING
THE ACTIVITY:

Balancing European and Māori history
at Victoria Square.

fantastic. The next stage is that the school is going to choose elements from the
students’ designs to include in an artwork for the new school.

Time Capsule Cathedral Grammar School
A time capsule will be
placed in Victoria Square to
mark the refurbishment of
Victoria Square.
Children from Cathedral Grammar
School are being asked to contribute
content for the time capsule. By creating
a meaningful experience, the children
will form an ongoing connection to

ANCHOR PROJECT:

Victoria Square – Avon River Precinct
SCHOOL STUDENTS INVOLVED:

Cathedral Grammar
PROJECT PRINCIPLES UNDERPINNING
THE ACTIVITY:

Our shared past, heritage, and future.
Valuing what we are re-building now
in Christchurch and recognising that it
will be our heritage in 100 years’ time.

Victoria Square.
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Raining Poetry South Frame
Raining Poetry is a piece of writing stencilled onto the pavement
with an invisible spray that remains dry when the area is wet,
revealing the text.
The poetry in Mollet Street, New Zealand’s first official piece of ‘Raining Poetry’,
was composed by Samantha Jory-Smart, a Burnside High School student.
Samantha’s poem ‘A Promise’ relates to Mataī Common, the new public gathering
space constructed in the South Frame. Mataī Common and the new paved laneways
are just a block away from the Bus Interchange, the future Hoyts Cinema complex
and the Justice and Emergency Services Precinct, so a lot of people are going to
read the poem.

ANCHOR PROJECT:

The South Frame
SCHOOL STUDENTS INVOLVED:

Burnside High School
LOCATION:

Displayed in the South Frame
PROJECT PRINCIPLES UNDERPINNING
THE ACTIVITY:

Highlights Mataī Common, the new
public gathering space constructed in
the South Frame.

St Martins Primary School
Children went on a walking tour of the Avon River Precinct to learn about
post-quake developments around the river. The students enjoyed hearing
about the new punt stop, the rain gardens, the specially created eel habitats,
how the river has been cleaned, the whāriki mats and other features of interest
along the riverside promenade.
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East Frame Schools Activity
Ōtākaro teamed up with three central
city schools to find out what is important
to children about the new East Frame
neighbourhood (900 homes, approximately
2,000 people).

This activity helped these local students to form an early,
positive connection to this large part of the emerging
central city.
Located on Manchester Street at the East Frame, the colourful
murals are a high-impact, low-cost form of public engagement.

The students were encouraged to think about the East Frame
as a neighbourhood. They were asked to use the medium of a
mural to respond to three questions:
1. How would you describe your ideal neighbourhood?
2.	What helps to connect people and build relationships

between new and existing residents?

3. What makes neighbourhoods feel safe?

WHAT THE SCHOOLS TOLD US:

Christchurch East
• It is important that their
neighbourhood encourages support,
achievement and diversity.

Phoenix community of Ao Tawhiti
Unlimited Discovery
• The central city as a place for
Education and Learning.

Ao Tawhiti Unlimited Discovery
• The girl in the mural is unlocking her
heart… And symbols of the different
nationalities in Christchurch.

• Exploring ways in which people use
their neighbourhoods.

• Neighbourhoods are both built and
social. This will be a place where

• Everyday people are playing sport

people choose to live, work and visit.

walking pets and spending time
with people.
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Avon/Ōtākaro River Walk Lesson Plan

Central City Secondary School Lesson Plan

The highlights of the central section of the new Ōtākaro/Avon

This lesson plan has been designed to assist a secondary school

River Precinct have been explained and developed in a primary

geography teacher to conduct a one-hour tour of Christchurch’s

lesson plan. The lesson plan is available under ‘Resources’ on

regenerating central city. This resource encourages students to

the Ōtākaro Limited website.

think about what locals wanted in their post-quake city centre,
what the Crown in particular committed to provide, and what
has been/is being delivered. The lesson plan is available under
‘Resources’ on the Ōtākaro Limited website.

St Michaels Church School
The school created a mural that was transposed onto fabric
fencing for the Ōtākaro/Avon River Precinct Project.
The students were asked to produce an artwork that reflected an element of
the Ōtākaro/Avon River Precinct Project. The children chose the river habitat
restoration work, which they highlighted with a bright and detailed illustration
of the river ecology.
The mural helps draw attention to the restoration work, which included the
creation of fish habitats along the riverbank, the removal of silt from the riverbed,
improvements to the river flow and riverside plantings.
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